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The Effectiveness of Using the Schwartz Model for Teaching Home
Economics in Developing Analytical Thinking and Deep Understanding

Skills among Middle School Students

Abstract:

The current research aimed to investigate the effectiveness of using the Schwartz Model for Teaching
Home Economics in developing analytical thinking and deep understanding skills among middle school
students. The study depends on an experimental approach, designing two groups: experimental and control
(pre-post) test. A test was prepared on analytical thinking skills, including (30) items distributed among the
skills: observation and classification, comparison and contrast, understanding relationships and patterns, and
prediction and reasoning. A test on deep understanding skills, including (20) items distributed among the
skills: generative thinking and interpretations, decision-making, and asking questions, was also prepared.
Psychometric properties were measured for validity and reliability. The study sample consisted of two
groups: an experimental group (n=38) and a control group (n=37), randomly selected from second-year
middle school students. The experiment was implemented during the first semester of the 2023/2024
academic year. The "Cooperative Family" unit was taught in the second-year middle school home economics
curriculum using the Schwartz model, with pre- and post-tests applied to both measurement tools. The
results of the research show that there are statistically significant differences between the average scores of
students in the experimental and control groups on the post-test of the analytical thinking skills test and the
deep understanding skills test, in favor of the experimental group. The results also demonstrated the
effectiveness of the independent variable (the Schwartz model) for teaching home economics in developing
analytical thinking skills and deep understanding skills, with the Eta square value reaching (0.90 and 0.93),
respectively. The results also indicated a statistically significant positive relationship at the 0.01 level
between analytical thinking skills as a whole and deep understanding skills. The study recommended the use
of the Schwartz model in home economics teaching, along with the need to train middle school home
economics teachers on the use of the Schwartz model in teaching to develop several variables among middle

school students.

Keywords: Schwartz model, home economics, analytical thinking, and deep understanding skills.
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