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The Gypsy Character in Contemporary Egyptian Theatre
Reading the play "The Gypsy" by the writer "Bahig Ismail" and
the play "The Gypsy and the Sankoh" by the writer "Sayed

Hafez"
Abstract:

Character is one of the most important elements of dramatic construction in a
theatrical text, because it bears the task of conveying the idea or issue adopted by
the playwright .Therefore, Aristotle gave the theatrical character second place after
the plot because tragedy does not imitate people but rather imitates actions.
Gypsies are a group that is spread throughout all countries of the world, not just in
Egypt. Some writers have dealt with the Gypsies in their literary writings, given the
characteristics and traits that this character possesses, which may be very distinct. In
addition to the public's cultural heritage towards this group, the researcher noted
the appearance of the Gypsy character in the theatrical text to express several issues
based on the uniqueness of the Gypsies in the society in which they live, with their
distinctive traits and characteristics. The study aims to identify the characteristics of
the Gypsy character in contemporary Egyptian theatre.

As well as identifying the issues expressed by the character of the Gypsy in the
theatrical text under study, and examining the image of the Gypsy in the theatre
through two plays by two different Egyptian theatre writers. The study relied on a
deliberate sample of two plays by prominent Egyptian playwrights: "The Gypsy" by
Bahig Ismail, and "The Gypsy and the Sankoh" by Sayed Hafez. The study relies on
the structural-formative approach.

The study concluded that the two writers relied primarily on the Gypsy character
in presenting the various issues and ideas that revolve around their two theatrical
texts.

However, they differed in their approach to dealing with the Gypsy character
in their theatrical texts, as the style of tragedy and intensity prevailed in “The Gypsy
Text” by “Bahig Ismail,” while “Sayed Hafez” turned to satirical comedy in his text
“The Gypsy and the Sankoh,” due to the difference in the nature of the issues carried
by each text. Some of the characteristics of the Gypsies in reality appeared in the
two theatrical texts - the subject of this study - such as dispersion, wandering, and
their practice of magic, tattooing, and trickery. The two writers were able to employ
the temporal, spatial, and dialogical structure to serve the Gypsy character and
complete its psychological, material, and social dimensions.

Key words: Character- The Gypsy- Contemporary Egyptian Theatre- Bahig Ismail-
Sayed Hafez.
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1-Angus Fraser: The Role of the Gypsy in Europe,
Oxford,Blackwell,1992.

2-Deborah Epstein: The ImaginaryGypsy,Cornell University Press, 2006.

3-Edith  Roma: GYPSY oral Traditionl: Voice,ldentity, and
Resistance,London: Ashgate publishing,2005

4- Valentina Glajar: Writing The Roma Representations of the Gypsy in
Modern European Literature Newark : Unversity of Delaware Press,2004.
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