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Innovative Melodic Exercises in Uncommon Magams and Their Application
in Arabic Solfege for the Postgraduate Stage

Abstract:

Arabic music is distinguished by its rich variety of both common and uncommon magams.
This diversity is due to the inclusion of many magams that feature quarter tones, which
allows for a wide range of variations in genres and structures that characterize each magam,
giving them a unique flavor.
Despite this great richness and the expansion of the inherited Arabic magams—»both common
and uncommon—most contemporary composers still primarily engage with the well-known
and widely recognized magams. (1)
There exists a wealth of magams that have not been explored by many researchers or
composers, such as the less common magams, which have not received significant attention.
Examples include magams like: Hijaz Gharib, Zangaran, Bustankar, Shawq Afza, Athrkard,
and other rare magams that could be utilized in Arabic solfege.
This research addresses the less commonly used magams in the melodies of Arabic songs.
Some well-known Arabic songs that incorporate these rare magams include:

e "Fi Qalbi Gharam" by Abdel Azim Mohamed in the Hijaz Gharib magam

e "Zulmoh" by Mohamed Abdel Wahab in the Bustankar magam

e "Lessa Faker" by Riad Al-Sunbati in the Shawqg Afza magam
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o "Raydak" by Ahmed Sedki in the Athrkard magam

From here, the idea for the research emerged. The researcher aims to explore these
uncommon magams to incorporate them into Arabic solfege for postgraduate students. The
researcher believes that there is an urgent need to expand the use of these uncommon
magams, which will benefit students and researchers. The diversity of these magams will
enrich our compositions and lead to the development of new melodic exercises and
arrangements.

The research included the following sections: Introduction, Research Problem, Research
Objectives, Research Questions, Research Scope, Research Methodology, Research Sample,
and Research Tools.

The theoretical framework presented included:
e |dentifying the vocal melodies that incorporate uncommon magams and their melodic
paths.
e Exploring the uncommon magams and their melodic structures, including their
characteristics and dimensions.
e Recognizing the composers who have incorporated uncommon magams in their vocal
melodies.
e Deriving innovative melodic exercises for use in Arabic solfege at the postgraduate
level through vocal melodies that include uncommon magams.
The applied framework presented included:
Analyzing a selected sample of 20th-century vocal melodies that feature uncommon
magams, with the aim of identifying methods for employing these magams in vocal
compositions and deriving innovative melodic exercises in these uncommon magams to be
utilized in Arabic solfege.
The research concluded with the results, answers to the research questions,
recommendations, references, and a summary of the research.
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