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The aesthetics of employing directing techniques in the

theatrical performance “Zain Al Awtan”

Abstract:

This study aims to explore the aesthetics of directing techniques
employed in the theatrical performance "Zain Al-Awtan," written by
Heba Mishari and directed by Samir Abboud. It relied on a descriptive
and analytical approach to analyze the theatrical performance.

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which are:

- The play "Zain Al-Awtan" carries a clear message, both in script and

presentation, which is to increase children's awareness of the culture of

peace and to reject war and conflict. However, the director added a new

message that helps strengthen the culture of peace: the "culture of

resistance and confrontation” against the enemy, so that society can
regain its freedom, independence, and dignity and live in peace.

-The director relied on a cumulative plot to construct the play's events. He
also combined multiple directing approaches. He combined realistic
techniques, allowing the characters to experience the events through their
movement, performance, and voice, while the lighting, décor, and
costumes expressed the overall psychological atmosphere of the play. He
also employed the theory of the Theater of Cruelty, using harsh language,
screaming, destruction, and impulsive movement, so that the children
gradually shed their sense of fear as a result of the beatings and shelling.
They then make a positive decision to confront the enemy, in addition to
the techniques of epic theater.

- The scenography in the Zain Al Awtan show is a discourse in itself, as it
played a significant role in expressing the emotional state of the
characters and embodying the difference between the lives of peoples
before and after the war. It is an explicit message to the young audience
and society as a whole to reject wars and conflicts and call for peace.

Key Words : directing techniques - The play "Zain Al-Awtan"
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