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Images of women's oppression and its societal causes in Arab theatre

A Study in Feminist Criticism

Abstract

The research seeks to identify the pivotal role played by theater in
enabling Arab women to express their personal experiences and suffering.
In societies characterized by reservations and adherence to customs and
traditions, women playwrights have found a free platform to express their
feelings of marginalization and exclusion and have revealed dark aspects
of the reality of Arab women. The theatrical texts (the research sample)
clearly showed how cultural changes could not erase the feeling of
alienation and restriction of freedoms, and how women continued to
search for ways to express their own identity. The research includes two
main sections:

The first section: entitled "Theoretical foundations of study” deals with
the image of women in Western and Arab theatrical literature, as well as
an introduction to feminist criticism.

The second topic: entitled "Images of Women's Oppression in Arab
Theater" selected models. The analysis of the research sample includes:
the theatrical text "Sciatica Prison" by the Egyptian writer "Fathia Al-
Assal" - the theatrical text "The Mill" by the Saudi writer "Malha
Abdullah™ - The theatrical text "The Wedding" by the Kuwaiti writer
"Remnants of Al-Falakawy". The study showed the ability of female
playwrights to present a realistic and influential picture of forms of
oppression practiced against women.
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