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Contemporary Reality Issues and the Art of Writing in Children's
Theater
(Analytical study)
Abstract

Despite numerous calls from researchers and authors to raise contemporary issues
and problems in children's theater, these calls have often been accompanied by
warnings and concerns that such works might turn into direct educational
propaganda, lacking the elements of interest, excitement, and interaction with the
theatrical text.

The study lied in determining how Authors can employ artistic and dramatic
techniques to address contemporary issues in a way that fosters a dynamic interactive
relationship between the fictional dramatic reality and the reality of the child
audience, thereby captivating their attention, stimulating their minds, and raising
their awareness of the issues presented in the text.

The study selected two plays from different periods: "The House of Love" by
Hamdi Al-Jabri (1988) and "Planet of Peace" by Muntaser Thabet (2015). The study
concluded that:

Both plays employed artistic and dramatic techniques that integrated the author's
ideas into the dramatic fabric in an aesthetically pleasing manner, moving away from
a direct educational approach. This integration was achieved on multiple levels:

1-The extent to which dramatic characters are employed as representations of
social groups, revealing the dialectical relationship between the individual and
society.

2-The Authors' effective utilization of dramatic structure as a semantic construct
served to reinforce and clarify their critical perspective on reality, thereby immersing
the young audience in a process of uncovering the underlying meaning embedded
within the events of the play.

3- The imaginative elements in a theatrical text can be employed semantically to
align with the objective presentation of real-world issues. This approach served to
stimulate the intellect and critical thinking of young audiences, encouraging them to
engage with the underlying themes rather than simply becoming emotionally
invested in the plot.
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