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Effectiveness of Cooperative Inquiry Strategy on the
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Design and Weaving Skills

Abstract:

Design is a mutual origin of all arts and human activities aiming
at the organization and composition of units that is based on intelligence
and mental abilities. Design is an organized scientific method that
requires multiple practice to generate and implement ideas to highlights
an artist student' s identity and potentiality and gives him/ her the ability
to develop formative processes. Despite the differences and multiplicity
of the final form of an art work, the concept of design and its elements
and foundations is constant and in all art fields does not change. Fabric is
defined as a product in which the aesthetic and properties of raw material
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usage interact with final finishing processing to mix aesthetic and usage,
as if to weave benefits with beauty to have a beautiful useful woven
product. Weaving is an art which enables a student to achieve maximum
control of raw materials and instruments. A weaver's raw materials are
fibers and threads with which a student artist has to practice and innovate
materials in repeated attempts to reach a successful design. Modern
educational trends have emphasized the need to pay attention to active
teaching strategies which develop mental abilities and take into
consideration students' individual differences. In active learning, the
teacher and learner are the focus of the educational process and teaching
methods and strategies are developed to be more effective and
productive. So, the current research was attempted take advantage of one
active learning strategy to develop design and weaving skills, exchange
views and produce creative ideas of designed woven hangouts. The
current research aimed at utilizing cooperative inquiry strategy to develop
art education students' design and weaving skills and utilize aesthetic
values and varied color effects to produce varied design of creative hand-
made carpets and develop art students' art and production skills to be
able to establish small projects with economic return. The research
sample was selected from the third- year students at the Faculty of
Specific Education, Department of Art Education, Kafr EI-Sheikh
University. The subjects were divided into two equal groups of 15
students each: experimental and control. The current research adopted a
quasi-experimental design. An educational program, based on
cooperative inquiry strategy, was designed and implemented to develop
design and weaving skills as an approach to provide designs for
handmade carpets. The program lasted for one semester with a weekly
session. A Design and Weaving Skills Observation Checklist and a
Carpet Hangouts Evaluation Checklist were developed and submitted to
a number jurors specialized in fine arts. Results revealed that there were
statistically significant differences between the mean score of the
experimental group students' pre and post administration on the Design
and Weaving Skills Observation Checklist and that there were
statistically significant differences between the mean score of the
experimental group and that of the control group students on the post
administration of the Design and Weaving Skills Observation Checklist
and on the items of Carpet Hangouts Evaluation Checklist.
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